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Only two other cases of public interest fell to Sir Rufus's lot
during that year : the one in which he appeared for the Admiralty
in the litigation arising out of the collision between H.M.S. Hawke
and the S.S. Olympic at the entrance to Southampton Water,
the other in which he prosecuted at Exeter Assizes one Max
Schultz, a German Doctor of Philosophy, for endeavouring to
obtain information on naval matters for communication to the
German Government.

Schultz had established himself in the neighbourhood of
Plymouth and had there got in touch with two persons whom he
hoped to persuade to sell him the required details to be procured
by them from friends in the Navy. He assured them that he
only wanted the material for the German Press, but they soon
became suspicious and informed the authorities. Letters and a
key to a code were found upon Schultz on his arrest, which made it
possible to decipher the telegrams which he had been sending, the
contents of which were so incriminating that no real defence to the
charge was possible.

Schultz still maintained that the information was only sought
for the benefit of newspapers, but it took the jury no longer than
four minutes to reject that unconvincing story and to find him
guilty, whereupon he was sentenced to twenty-one months'
imprisonment in the second division.

Meanwhile there was no lack of activity in the political arena,
with most of which the Attorney-General was closely connected.
The Parliament bill, introduced in February, bristled with prob-
lems of constitutional law. The new Insurance bill, ultimately
so smooth in its workings and so beneficent in its effects, was at
first received with a chorus of execration from Friendly Societies,
doctors, employers and domestic servants. The Naval Prize bill,
based upon the Declaration of London, raised questions of the
utmost importance in regard to prize law in the event of war. A
new Trade Unions bill, designed to meet the situation created by
the Osborne judgment, was accorded a very tepid reception.
Moreover, the brilliance of the Coronation and its attendant
festivities was in sharp contrast to the sombreness of the industrial
situation, where strikes and rumours of strikes dominated the
scene.

In the Coronation Honours List Sir Rufus was appointed a
Privy Councillor, and among those similarly honoured, although
a member of the Opposition, was Mr. F. E. Smith. Dissimilar as
were the two men in almost every respect, there was always a
warm friendship between them ; and it is good to be able to record
that even at that moment of political high temper "F.E-" wrote